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Whon unemployment becomos acute, one of the most diffioult
groups of people to provide for are those members of tho "white collar
olass" with good montal equipment and traininge To provide for such
mon and women, tho WePeAe has sot up & special division under the able
direction of a woman, Mrse Ellon Se Woodwarde One of tho gctivities
of this division is known as tho Historical Records Survey, which is
dirooteq by Dre Luther Ho Evanse This organization has been doing a
big job, inventorying the public rocords of every county iﬂ tho Unitod
Statese

About a year ago, the Survey set up the American Imprints
Inventory, tho object of which was to find, describe, and note locations
of, all books and pamphlets printod from the boginnings of the press
through the centennial yoar of 1876s The date limit is somewhat later
for the Rocky Mountain States, which were rolatively late in being
gottlede

Hundreds of ex=ministors, lawyors, toachors, and cleriloal
workers in necd of cmployment are being put to work, from coast to ceast,
4o search out and record the printed matter already specificde These
workers are going systomatically through all the titles in important
librarics throughout the country, noting those which come within the
soope of our interests

These titles are now being filed by place and date of printing,
in a central ocatalogue in Chicagoe It will oventually be possible for us
to readily put our hends, for examplo, on the titles of every known pub=
lication printod in Missourl in any given year, or period of yearse Ex=
pofionce has proven that lists of titles so arrangod discloso publications

which were entirely unknown to looal historianse Lists of titles, for
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Douglas C. McMurtrie

Consultant to the National Director
Historical Records Survey, W. P. A

950 Michigan Ave., Evanston, lllinois
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Mre McMurtrie, are all the early publications

your people racord og "dry as dust"?

Decidodly note Some, of courso, aro laws and legislativ9 pro=
ocedings, but mony told us at first hand, in the most eloquent way, of
ovents of tho day which havo sinco boen woven into the very texture of
American hiator&. In the ocarly pamphlots printed in this rogion, are
traced the original story of the conflict betweon advocato; of free=soil
and slaverye In thom we soce ovidonced# of tho devotion of pioneer
missionaries trying, in the faco of repoatad disappointmonts, to ovangelize
and educate tho Indians who wero tho original inhabitants of these prariess
We loarn from reports and constitutions of fratornal, social and propaganda
organizakions, that our ancostors in those parts worc "joiners" to about
tho same degroec as our hoighbors arc todaye

In those early imprints we road quaint ordinaneecs prohibiting
the grazing of oowsg in the stroets of villages Whioh have sincoc become
great oltlese And wo road of tho very inception of political movements

which hawve sinco changed tho wholo faoe of our political economye

‘Do +tho workers in nood of this‘vory useful

omployment find theoir tasks intorosting?

To me personally, the eoffect of tho work on some membors of our
staff is intensely interestinge Idlencss is a specially acute misfortune
to enyone used to mental aotivity. Many of our workers come to us aftor
long poriods of unemployment, during which thoy havo tried ovofy expedient
to land & jobe When we put them to work at a useful task,_suited teo their

abilitles and oxperience, they gain & new intorest in lifoee
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I.am aware of the numerous qpipg regarding WePeAe work which
are current, but I can say most sincerely, that the great majority of
the workers on the American Imprinté Inventory are meking an earnest
offort to do & good jobe And the administrative heads of the project
are insistont that everyone associated with it de thorough and eonscien=
tious worke
For many of our people it has ohanggd_th? whole aspeot of lifee
I am thinking for example, of one man 67 yeard old, a oultivated gentkeman,
who had tried his best for over five years to get himself any kind of
employmgnt. When he began the imprints work, he entered upon it enthusias—
tically, working longer hours than required, and sparing no effort to do
the best poasible werke He sould not he more interested 1f 1t were a
porsonal business of his owne You oan imagine the great increase in
satisfaotion that this old gentleman now gets out of lifee
What is your ideay Mre MoMurtrle, of the
permanent velue of this inventorys when

it is completed?

It 1s & bit harg for ge to anawor that question, but I will try
to disoount my enthusiasmy and give you a conservative replye It is my
own belief that the published results of this work will doublo the amount
of material on most subjeotsy, whioh is available to historians, and that
it will mave at leagt half the time required to look up and oconsult the
gouyroos of historioal faotse I am confident the Imprints Inventory will be
Llooked upon, in years to oome, &5 ONe of the most valuable pleces of work,
in the intellectual field, oarried through by the Works Progress Adminls=

tratione And know it will leave a lasting impression on American historye
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